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There are no immediate provisions for private hospitals to buy and run their own vaccination programmes

by NUR HANANI AZMAN / pic by RAZAK GHAZALI

PRIVATE hospitals’ plans to offer Covid-19 vaccines are not to get in the way of the government’s programme, but to
complement the country’s vaccination process.

Association of Private Hospitals Malaysia (APHM) president Datuk Dr Kuljit Singh said the government needs help as the three-
stage immunisation programme is expected to only end in February next year, which is too long and “unacceptable”.

The idea, he said, is for those with means to get vaccinated at private hospitals, hence making the government list shorter, but
not everyone looks at it from that angle.

“The approval for private vaccinations needs to be made soon so that private hospitals can start planning and place orders for
the vaccines.

“With Saudi Arabia making Covid-19 vaccination compulsory for this year’s haj and umrah, the vaccines will be in high demand
and we really need to speed up,” he told The Malaysian Reserve (TMR).

There are no immediate provisions for private hospitals to buy and run their own vaccination programmes.
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Science, Technology and Innovation Minister Khairy Jamaluddin Abu Bakar said it was a proposal which the government would
consider “later”.

Nonetheless, rumours are already going around that vaccines provided by private hospitals would cost a fortune.

Dr Kuljit said it is difficult to estimate the price for the vaccine as it varies depending on the manufacturer and how soon the
hospital wants the vaccines.

“Looking at other countries around the world that already allow private vaccinations, the price won’t be extremely high.

“But bear in mind that the delivery process will take some time, so the government must give us the approval soon instead of
‘later’,” he said.

He said APHM’s proposal, which had been submitted to Khairy, who is also the Coordinating Minister for the National Covid-19
Immunisation Programme (NIP), would not marginalise the less fortunate group.

However, public health expert Prof Datuk Dr Lokman Hakim Sulaiman stressed that the global supply might not be enough and
that is why Malaysians are getting the vaccine in stages.

“So, where are the private hospitals getting their supply from?” he questioned.

He also raised the possibility that pharmacies would hold back some stocks and sell at higher prices on demand.

“Then, we will have serious issues with accessibility and black market.

“We are all at risk, but the risk is not equal. The poor who live and work in poor conditions are more at risk than the rich.

“I propose an approach which is based on priority that somewhat minimises potential inequality,” he told TMR.

On Saturday, Deputy Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation Datuk Ahmad Amzad Hashim said the government will
have to monopolise vaccine purchase for now.

Ahmad Amzad added that the private sector may be allowed to purchase the Covid-19 vaccine once 80% of the population has
been vaccinated.

Malaysian Medical Association president Prof Datuk Dr Subramaniam Muniandy said procurement and administration of
vaccines by private healthcare should only start once all healthcare frontliners and vulnerable groups are vaccinated and when
there is sufficient supply of vaccines.

He explained that currently, there is a global shortage due to the demand as most countries have begun inoculating their
populations.

“It can complement government efforts in inoculating the population but only after high-risk groups are vaccinated under the
Covid-19 NIP’s Phases 1 and 2, when there is sufficient supply of the vaccines.

“We also have a responsibility as a global citizen to not contribute to the current global shortage of vaccines, to ensure that
poorer countries can also receive supply,” he told TMR.

At this stage, he said Malaysia will not know how much vaccinations at private healthcare facilities will cost as there is still a long
way to go in the first two phases of NIP.

“Moreover, there are many manufacturers. Each will have their own price and terms,” he added.

Meanwhile, senior consultant paediatrician Datuk Dr Amar-Singh HSS said private healthcare could play a role in speeding up
the vaccination process by lending a hand to the government instead of charging it.

“I am not in favour of selling the vaccine, but I think the Health Ministry (MoH) can use these private general practitioners to help
deliver the vaccines faster.

“This is vital, especially for the first and second phases,” he told TMR.

Additionally, Dr Amar-Singh urged the government to look at the list of frontliners carefully and not to miss anyone.

“Besides police and nurses, there are those who work in supermarkets and all food delivery riders who are also frontliners,” he
concluded.

Consultant Pediatrician at KPJ Damansara Specialist Hospital Dr Musa Mohd Nordin applauds APHM’s effort and describes it as
the real and optimal public-private partnership (PPP).
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He said Covid-19 vaccines are available on the private market globally, for example, private hospitals in India charged up to 250
rupees (RM14) per shot.

“India has been doing in range 300,000 to 400,000 vaccines before PPP. Since some 20,000 private and 10,000 public hospitals
administering the vaccine from March 1, the capacity with private participation goes up to two million per day.

“Meanwhile, in Malaysia, only 11,000 doses per day are achieved. It’s all about cooperation, not competition. It’s all about
collaboration, not coercion. This is an opportunity for MoH and the Special Committee on Covid-19 Vaccine Supply Access
Guarantee to become productive,” he told TMR.

Read our previous report here

Private sector may be allowed to buy vaccine after herd immunity achieved
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Good days are over for glove stocks? Singaporeans set to decide on new
government in the face of COVID-19

No compounding interest for eligible
loans during moratorium: Maybank

Wednesday, July 29, 2020 
Duopharma, Pharmaniaga among
frontrunners for Covid-19 fill-and-finish
task

Monday, October 12, 2020 
CMCO in Kota Belud, EMCO in targeted
areas in Lahad Datu

Monday, September 28, 2020 
Masks on! (in style)...

TOP STORIES

Prasarana removes Nizam, names Norlia CEO

Women MPs call for gender-sensitive Parliament

ECRL is nearly 21% complete

Pejuang urges govt to clarify charges against Augustus R Marshall
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Study Shows Hate, Violence & Victim-Blaming Against Women Increased Amidst The Pandemic

Autopsy Results On Johor Woman Shot Dead In Her Sleep By Husband Reveals Other Injuries

"Relatives & Exes" Of A Kelantanese Man Who Won RM1 Million Come Out Of Hiding

Dashcam Captures Motorcyclist Colliding With A Car Making U-Turn Near Seri Kembangan

Malayan Tiger Dies After Poachers Shot Him 8 Times In Terengganu
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